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Police Chiefs push for ridesharing 
services in upstate NY 

Police Chiefs Fight for Uber

December 06, 2016 06:27 AM

Police chiefs across the state support bringing Uber and Lyft to upstate New York.
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It is all about option and choice according to Greece Police Chief Pat Phalen. He's a Vice 

President for the New York State Association of Chiefs of Police. That group is now 

pushing hard to bring Uber and Lyft to upstate New York.

“People are going to drink,” says Chief Phalen. “If you can offer them a way to get to 

where they want to go when they've been drinking and get home at a price that's 

reasonable, I think people will use it. That's going to make it safer."

Chief Phelan says his officers make about 250 DWI arrests each year in Rochester’s 

biggest suburb. He'd like to see that number go down, and that's why he supports bringing 

Uber and Lyft to Rochester. Those ridesharing services are now available in New York 

City, but until the state legislature takes action, they will not be available upstate.

New York is just one of three states where ridesharing isn't fully legal. It's expected to be 

one of the hottest debates when lawmakers go back to Albany next month. The New York 

State Association of Chiefs of Police is now pushing to get it passed. Its president, 

Cheektowaga Police Chief David Zack, wrote to Governor Cuomo, saying ridesharing is 

more than just popular, it is an important tool to significantly improve public safety that 

upstate New York should have access to.

“We just like the idea of having options for people to rideshare or get a safe ride rather 

than drive a car when they've been drinking,” says Chief Phelan.
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Researchers at Temple University studied cities in California between 2009, when Uber 

was created, and 2014. According to their findings, if the lower costing service Uber X 

were to be implemented, 500 lives could be saved each year. Another study, coauthored 

by researchers from USC and the University of Oxford, has a differing view. CNN says the 

second study finds Uber had no impact on the number of drunk driving deaths, in part 

because people who are drunk make fewer rational decisions.

With chiefs of police across the state pushing to bring ridesharing services upstate, the 

Upstate Transportation Association, which lobbies for taxi drivers, released a statement 

saying: “We are surprised that the Association of Chiefs of Police signaled support for 

upstate ridesharing, while Uber refuses to fingerprint drivers outside New York City.”

“"It’s a private business, and I’m sure they want to be successful, so part of their business 

model is to ride you with a safe driver,” says Chief Phelan.

This is a debate that is going to play out over the next few months, possibly through June 

if there's no resolution right away when lawmakers go back to Albany next month. On 

Thursday, Brett Davidsen will be taking a closer look at Uber and Lyft and the fight against 

bringing them here.

Page 3 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



Credits

(http://www.whec.com/article/stories/s3636465.shtml?cat=10061)

Chris Horvatits (http://www.whec.com/article/stories/s3636465.shtml?

cat=10061)

Created: December 06, 2016 06:27 AM

Copyright 2016 - WHEC-TV, LLC A Hubbard Broadcasting Company

*$129/mo* Car 

Lease Deals

Advertisement

Page 4 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



You May Like

 (http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:)

(http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:)
(http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-a:Below Article Thumbnails:)

(http://www.livingly.com/Style+Evolution+Sofia+Vergara?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-LV-US-Desktop-

Specials-Evolution-Sofia-Vergara&utm_content=whec_Sofia+Vergara+Drops+Jaws+In+Her+Curve-Hugging+Gown)

Sofia Vergara Drops Jaws In Her Curve-Hugging Gown

Livingly

2 Comments Sort by

WadsworthBecky  · University of Rochester

One thing I haven't heard about yet is the hundreds of towns and villages across upstate that 

have no public transport whatsoever. The studies focus on cities with lots of public options- 

although even Rochester is pretty limited in availability. 

New York State needs to consider all of us!

Like · Reply · 2 · 8 hrs

Kathy A Richardson · Fillmore Central High School

I'm a Rochesterian by birth but grew up in the southern tier and can tell you that the 

rural areas wouldn't benefit one way or the other from Uber or Lyft as there is a lack of 

employment in those areas and it wouldn't be worth anyone's time to be a driver down 

there.

Like · Reply · 7 hrs · Edited

JDJeff  · Monroe Community College

That's not really a valid reason to keep them from upstate. If the business model 

doesn't work in certain areas then fine, it doesn't work. But don't limit the business 

because of that. Give them the opportunity to at least try.

Like · Reply · 2 · 5 hrs

WadsworthBecky  · University of Rochester

One thing I haven't heard about yet is the hundreds of towns and villages across upstate that 

have no public transport whatsoever. The studies focus on cities with lots of public options- 

although even Rochester is pretty limited in availability. 

New York State needs to consider all of us!

Like · Reply · 1 · 8 hrs

Facebook Comments Plugin

Oldest





Add a comment...

Page 5 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



(http://www.livingly.com/Style+Evolution+Sofia+Vergara?utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-LV-US-Desktop-

Specials-Evolution-Sofia-Vergara&utm_content=whec_Sofia+Vergara+Drops+Jaws+In+Her+Curve-Hugging+Gown)

(http://likesharetweet.com/popular/kids-of-famous-parents/?utm_campaign=Celeb%20Kids%20Safe%20OJ%20-%

20Desktop&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=whec&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboolasyndication.com%2Flibtrc%

2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F65a8431e6690ae9947559a8c4d7d9ceb.jpg&utm_term=O.J.+Simpson%

27s+Daughter+Just+Turned+31+And+Looks+Completely+Unrecognizable)

O.J. Simpson's Daughter Just Turned 31 And Looks Completely Unrecognizable

LikeShareTweet

(http://likesharetweet.com/popular/kids-of-famous-parents/?utm_campaign=Celeb%20Kids%20Safe%20OJ%20-%

20Desktop&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=whec&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboolasyndication.com%2Flibtrc%

2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F65a8431e6690ae9947559a8c4d7d9ceb.jpg&utm_term=O.J.+Simpson%

27s+Daughter+Just+Turned+31+And+Looks+Completely+Unrecognizable)

(http://lifestylogy.com/woodstock-1969-vintage-photos-you-never-saw/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=tbwoodstock2d&utm_medium=taboola)

15 Photos Show Just How Crazy Woodstock 1969 Really Was

Lifestylogy

(http://lifestylogy.com/woodstock-1969-vintage-photos-you-never-saw/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=tbwoodstock2d&utm_medium=taboola)

(http://tracking.truthfinder.com/?a=102&oc=27&c=303&dip=&s1=Tier1Desk&s2=LTamBW&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral)

Enter a Name..Wait 14 Seconds, Then Brace Yourself

TruthFinder People Search Subscription

(http://tracking.truthfinder.com/?a=102&oc=27&c=303&dip=&s1=Tier1Desk&s2=LTamBW&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral)

(http://www.buzzvariety.com/hairstyles-for-women-over-40/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=whec&utm_campaign=bvhairstylesd)

Which Haircuts Look Best on 'Older' Women?

Buzz Variety

(http://www.buzzvariety.com/hairstyles-for-women-over-40/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=whec&utm_campaign=bvhairstylesd)

Page 6 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



(http://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/pearl-harbor-quiz.htm?

mkcpgn=i600003136&&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=PearlHarbor(desktop)

&utm_term=whec&utm_content=Pearl+Harbor+Quiz%3A+Do+You+Know+More+Than+Most+Americans%3F)

Pearl Harbor Quiz: Do You Know More Than Most Americans?

HowStuffWorks

(http://history.howstuffworks.com/historical-events/pearl-harbor-quiz.htm?

mkcpgn=i600003136&&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=paid&utm_campaign=PearlHarbor(desktop)

&utm_term=whec&utm_content=Pearl+Harbor+Quiz%3A+Do+You+Know+More+Than+Most+Americans%3F)

From The Web

More From WHEC

• Sofia Vergara Drops Jaws In Her Curve-

(Livingly)Hugging Gown

(http://www.livingly.com/Style+Evolution+Sofia+Vergara?

utm_source=tabo&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=Tabo-

LV-US-Desktop-Specials-Evolution-Sofia-

Vergara&utm_content=whec_Sofia+Vergara+Drops+Jaws+In+Her+Curve-

Hugging+Gown)

• O.J. Simpson's Daughter Just Turned 31 

And Looks Completely Unrec…

(LikeShareTweet)

(http://likesharetweet.com/popular/kids-of-famous-parents/?

utm_campaign=Celeb%20Kids%20Safe%20OJ%20-%

20Desktop&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=whec&utm_content=http%

3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboolasyndication.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%

2Fthumbnails%

2F65a8431e6690ae9947559a8c4d7d9ceb.jpg&utm_term=O.J.+Simpson%

27s+Daughter+Just+Turned+31+And+Looks+Completely+Unrecognizable)

• 15 Photos Show Just How Crazy Woodstock 

(Lifestylogy)1969 Really Was

(http://lifestylogy.com/woodstock-1969-vintage-photos-you-

 (http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=hybrid-text-links-a:Below Article Text Links:)

(http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=hybrid-text-links-a:Below Article Text Links:)
(http://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=whec&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=hybrid-text-links-a:Below Article Text Links:)

Page 7 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



never-saw/?

utm_source=taboola&utm_campaign=tbwoodstock2d&utm_medium=taboola)

• Enter a Name..Wait 14 Seconds, Then Brace 

(TruthFinder People Search Subscription)Yourself

(http://tracking.truthfinder.com/?

a=102&oc=27&c=303&dip=&s1=Tier1Desk&s2=LTamBW&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral)

• (Pet360)How to Tell You're Cat Crazy

(http://www.pet360.com/slideshow/cat/lifestyle/7-ways-to-tell-

youre-cat-crazy/1/Zx1Zkjltrkq5qPCtMH_1VQ?

utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola&utm_campaign=Sl

27re+Cat+Crazy&extcid=PCDTB5&utm_term=whec)

• Cops: Muslim worker pushed down stairs 

and called terrorist

(http://www.whec.com/news/muslim-worker-down-stairs-

terrorist/4335940/)

• Man convicted of carjacking 74-year-old 

woman in Gates

(http://www.whec.com/news/carjacking-conviction-

gates/4335817/)

• Geneseo Police: Driver had 25 grams of 

ecstasy, 127 Alprazolam pills

(http://www.whec.com/news/geneseo-police-arrest-driver-

ecstasy-alprazolam-pills/4335540/)

• No bail for 15-year-old charged with 

decapitating classmate

(http://www.whec.com/national/no-bail-for-15-year-old-

charged-with-decapitating-classmate/4335613/)

• Charlotte residents speak out against bar 

after weekend stabbings/shooting

(http://www.whec.com/news/charlotte-bar-stabbings-

shooting-bar/4336241/)

Page 8 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



Sponsored by Newsy 

Advertisement

(/)

 (http://www.facebook.com/News10NBC)

 (http://twitter.com/intent/follow?source=followbutton&variant=1.0&screen_name=news10nbc)

Watch: Samsung Just Scored A Major Win In Its Patent Battle With Apple

Samsung Just 
Scored A Major Win 
In Its Patent Battle 

Eligibility 
Requirements For 
The Grammys Are 

Bullies, Vandalism, 
Hate: The Struggles 
Interracial Couples 

AAA Wants You To 
Know Just How 
Dangerous Drowsy 

Page 9 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/



 (http://www.youtube.com/user/News10NBC?sub_confirmation=1)

 (http://www.whec.com/article/stories/s130168.shtml)  (http://instagram.com/whectv/)

Our Team (/article/11686/) | Station Info (/article/11767/) | Closed Captioning (/pages/company/closed-

captioning.shtml) | Public File (https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/whec-tv) | EEO

(/whecimages/repository/cs/files/2016WHECFCCEEO%20Public%20File%20Report.pdf) | Employment

(/openings/) | Advertising (/pages/company/advertise-with-whec.shtml)

Any person with disabilities who needs help accessing the content of the FCC Public file should contact Karen 

Calarese at kcalarese@whec.com or 585-546-5670 

HBI Privacy Policy (/article/stories/s1845425.shtml) | Terms of Use (/article/stories/s1845896.shtml) | DMCA 

Notice (/article/stories/s3198373.shtml) | Contest Rules (/article/stories/s3340163.shtml) | Site Map

(/pages/company/sitemap.shtml)

© Copyright 2016

A Hubbard Broadcasting Company

Page 10 of 10Police Chiefs push for ridesharing services in upstate NY | WHEC.com

12/6/2016http://www.whec.com/news/police-chiefs-push-for-ridesharing-services-upstate-ny/4336487/


