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Cheektowaga police pursue warrant suspect in front-end
loader

CHEEKTOWAGA – The Cheektowaga Police arrested a private plow driver after he led police officers on a

low-speed chase in a front-end loader Sunday morning.

James R. Malek, 49, of Lloyd Drive, was clearing snow at the Walmart parking lot around 1 am when police

officers attempted to serve an arrest warrant.

Assistant Chief of Police Michael Sliwinski tells Cheektowaga Chronicle that Mr. Malek refused to exit the

equipment and drove off to avoid officers when they approached him.

A very slow vehicle pursuit around 10-15 mph ensued in which Mr. Malek ended up in the Consumer’s

Square parking lot on Union Road.

After he tried to ram a police car, he would soon try to escape police in a foot chase.  He was apprehended

by the police a short time later on Ellsworth Drive – a street west of his home.

During the foot pursuit, an officer suffered an arm injury.  The officer was treated at Erie County Medical

Center.

Mr. Malek was charged with Reckless Endangerment 1st, a D Felony, Resisting Arrest, Unlawful Fleeing,

Reckless Driving, and numerous Vehicle and Traffic Law violations.

Copyright 2019 Crabapple Media, LLC. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,

rewritten, or redistributed without prior permission.
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— Scammed, ripped off, or need help with an issue with the government? Let us know and Chronicle

Connects will try to help bring a resolution to your issue.

— Subscribe to our mailing list below and read the latest news from Cheektowaga Chronicle in your

email every morning at 9 am.
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