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New York State Police need help solving
1977 cold case

Jessica Rose Lane was last seen at Williamstown Apartments in Cheektowaga.
Her downstairs neighbors told police that one morning, they heard two thumps.

CHEEKTOWAGA, N.Y. — It was 1977 when a Cheektowaga woman was murdered and found in the woods in
Genesee County. Police are once again trying to crack the case nearly 42 years later.

"On November 25th, 1977, two hunters were out in the woods in Darien, Genesee County, and they
stumbled across a partially decomposed body," New York State Trooper James O’Callaghan said.

 

Police Try to Solve a 42-Year-Old Cold Case
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The hunters found Jessica Rose Lane, 66, fully clothed with broken ribs, a fractured left elbow and a
fractured skull, possibly from a stabbing. New York State Police think her killer dumped her body in the
woods on Alley Road after murdering her somewhere else.

Lane was last seen at the Williamstown Apartments in Cheektowaga November 11, 1977. Her downstairs
neighbors told police that the next morning, they heard two thumps.

"1977, most of the technology then doesn't even exist now, it's obsolete completely. So, what we've done is
we've tried to take that old case and redo it now in 2019," O’Callaghan said.

About 10 years ago, New York State Police decided to revisit some cold cases pulling out the old boxes of
reports and digitizing them. They say a lot sticks out about this one: Lane kept to herself, had a small circle
of friends, and according to her family members, her home was immaculate.

Besides interviewing people she knew, from 2010 to 2014, police took DNA from a lot of family members to
compare it to evidence.

"Unfortunately, we did not get a match at that time. We are currently looking at possibly retesting some stuff
with a little bit different of technology to see what can we come up with, what other clues that could
obviously indicate, or at least track down or narrow down our suspect pool," O’Callaghan said.

Trooper O'Callaghan says while they don't know the motive, they don't think it this was a random burglary,
or something that happened by chance. He thinks something else was going on.

"This is a violent, up-close, and personal murder, so you can speculate that all day long, but the fact is we
don't truly know why someone would do this without actually talking to them," he says. "This was
somebody's mother. This was someone's sister, so you want to make sure that obviously the family member
gets justice out of this."
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Trooper O'Callaghan says police do have a few people they consider people of interest.

If you know anything or know someone who does, call NYSP at 716-344-6200 and refer to SJS # 3029541.

MORE ON WGRZ.COM

Police: suspicious letter sent to Buffalo Zoo 'not harmful'

Newly appointed lake regulators get firsthand look at rising Lake Ontario

Buffalo councilman talks about decision to bring gun to school

Lexus Plus

AdLEXUS PLUS

 

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/police-suspicious-letter-sent-to-buffalo-zoo-not-harmful/71-09e0135a-fe30-4012-a30b-5b1c959b9f73
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/newly-appointed-lake-regulators-get-firsthand-look-at-rising-lake-ontario/71-d0912ccb-d1c5-4f88-83c2-3c8e19028923
https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/education/buffalo-councilman-talks-about-decision-to-bring-gun-to-school/71-a1fd2fdf-6c65-4db0-8f87-aa81afcd807d
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CeNTz2pYsXa6UIouvBJCpmKAP9eSej1eOkqCOV8CNtwEQASAAYMmGgIDApIwQggEXY2EtcHViLTM2ODY5ODE0MDc4Mzk2NDKgAdqG8-gDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMCqgTGAk_Q21f3yQqIdHUbdOxAA0n-WirbMSOJX4xvfDH7abJwc0pzOkczSJTYOVbFrVTORIPR2gBe-4gvg9NuMdXUYauEWunQC7VwtHdYWZvcYPSu__IDQEQaHfy4c1N_cfWN2ldAr4HeDLMIsOIZERMbjBLNyn5W4IdvXyfwcSJWC5wYdI2d75w38sMpqfu6y3Th4JBjLnRac1CPpOq9UkgD272oX24cCjkjU6cuVG89oAXqmn4TqoWUS1xb5boDFjoc14qAehbmJAbR3LkxiG0TRbO7lsVaz89eQM7sPyXIXW_AnGKGE4WnmFWmNwQXnATb6M_ld1wHRRg3Rwr-yf_O2kZOTOzBvDb4KyunaknjBCk2fZPQM1to4TK1x5MCk3UWn37oiszLMfc4aMYUXWfwhwjBGNtfyvSRtJtTeK5ADUXqP3m4oO_D4AQBgAbJq5XB3fOtxokBoAYhqAemvhuoB9nLG6gHz8wb2AcA0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_0f-GjBTzAQ-Xi8bfz_hNPQS6kbYA&client=ca-pub-3686981407839642&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N3753.284566THETRADEDESK/B22555393.244873349;dc_trk_aid=443126356;dc_trk_cid=106696195;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CeNTz2pYsXa6UIouvBJCpmKAP9eSej1eOkqCOV8CNtwEQASAAYMmGgIDApIwQggEXY2EtcHViLTM2ODY5ODE0MDc4Mzk2NDKgAdqG8-gDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMCqgTGAk_Q21f3yQqIdHUbdOxAA0n-WirbMSOJX4xvfDH7abJwc0pzOkczSJTYOVbFrVTORIPR2gBe-4gvg9NuMdXUYauEWunQC7VwtHdYWZvcYPSu__IDQEQaHfy4c1N_cfWN2ldAr4HeDLMIsOIZERMbjBLNyn5W4IdvXyfwcSJWC5wYdI2d75w38sMpqfu6y3Th4JBjLnRac1CPpOq9UkgD272oX24cCjkjU6cuVG89oAXqmn4TqoWUS1xb5boDFjoc14qAehbmJAbR3LkxiG0TRbO7lsVaz89eQM7sPyXIXW_AnGKGE4WnmFWmNwQXnATb6M_ld1wHRRg3Rwr-yf_O2kZOTOzBvDb4KyunaknjBCk2fZPQM1to4TK1x5MCk3UWn37oiszLMfc4aMYUXWfwhwjBGNtfyvSRtJtTeK5ADUXqP3m4oO_D4AQBgAbJq5XB3fOtxokBoAYhqAemvhuoB9nLG6gHz8wb2AcA0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_0f-GjBTzAQ-Xi8bfz_hNPQS6kbYA&client=ca-pub-3686981407839642&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N3753.284566THETRADEDESK/B22555393.244873349;dc_trk_aid=443126356;dc_trk_cid=106696195;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=CeNTz2pYsXa6UIouvBJCpmKAP9eSej1eOkqCOV8CNtwEQASAAYMmGgIDApIwQggEXY2EtcHViLTM2ODY5ODE0MDc4Mzk2NDKgAdqG8-gDyAEJ4AIAqAMByAMCqgTGAk_Q21f3yQqIdHUbdOxAA0n-WirbMSOJX4xvfDH7abJwc0pzOkczSJTYOVbFrVTORIPR2gBe-4gvg9NuMdXUYauEWunQC7VwtHdYWZvcYPSu__IDQEQaHfy4c1N_cfWN2ldAr4HeDLMIsOIZERMbjBLNyn5W4IdvXyfwcSJWC5wYdI2d75w38sMpqfu6y3Th4JBjLnRac1CPpOq9UkgD272oX24cCjkjU6cuVG89oAXqmn4TqoWUS1xb5boDFjoc14qAehbmJAbR3LkxiG0TRbO7lsVaz89eQM7sPyXIXW_AnGKGE4WnmFWmNwQXnATb6M_ld1wHRRg3Rwr-yf_O2kZOTOzBvDb4KyunaknjBCk2fZPQM1to4TK1x5MCk3UWn37oiszLMfc4aMYUXWfwhwjBGNtfyvSRtJtTeK5ADUXqP3m4oO_D4AQBgAbJq5XB3fOtxokBoAYhqAemvhuoB9nLG6gHz8wb2AcA0ggFCIBhEAE&num=1&sig=AOD64_0f-GjBTzAQ-Xi8bfz_hNPQS6kbYA&client=ca-pub-3686981407839642&adurl=https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N3753.284566THETRADEDESK/B22555393.244873349;dc_trk_aid=443126356;dc_trk_cid=106696195;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Two%20Buffalo%20firefighters%20taken%20to%20hospital%20following%20west%20side%20house%20fire&url=http://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/two-buffalo-firefighters-taken-to-hospital-following-west-side-house-fire/71-539c7ecf-7c03-49bd-a62b-0986e5ffa444&via=WGRZ
https://www.facebook.com/dialog/share?app_id=214344422473170&display=popup&href=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wgrz.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Ftwo-buffalo-firefighters-taken-to-hospital-following-west-side-house-fire%2F71-539c7ecf-7c03-49bd-a62b-0986e5ffa444&redirect_uri=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wgrz.com%2Farticle%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Ftwo-buffalo-firefighters-taken-to-hospital-following-west-side-house-fire%2F71-539c7ecf-7c03-49bd-a62b-0986e5ffa444


7/15/2019 New York State Police need help solving 1977 cold case | wgrz.com

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/local/new-york-state-police-need-help-solving-1977-cold-case/71-c1e2fa17-34cc-4b57-b6ea-7085a4556660 4/4

© 2019 WGRZ-TV. All Rights Reserved.

Two Buffalo firefighters taken to hospital
following west side house fire

The fire broke out in home on Gelston Street late Sunday night.

BUFFALO, N.Y. — Two firefighters were taken to the hospital following a house fire on Buffalo's west side.

A two-alarm fire broke out in a home on Gelston Street just before 11 p.m. Sunday and quickly spread to the
house next door. 

The injured first responders were taken to ECMC and are expected to be okay.

Fire officials tell us that both homes appeared to be vacant, though uncertainty can be dangerous. 

"When we get to a fire—even if it's boarded up and it looks totally vacant—we don't call it vacant until one
of our trucks search it, which can put them in a little danger," says Buffalo Fire Department Division Chief,
Pete Kertzie. 

Officials are still looking into the cause of the fire. 


